
Full-time Research Assistant 
 
Job description 
We are seeking a dynamic individual with a Developmental Neuroscience (genetics, neuroimaging) background 
who is well versed in large-scale statistical modelling. 

 
The (Developmental Research in Early Adversity Mental health BIological susceptibility and Gender (DREAM 
BIG) consortium is a multi-site cohort across multiple countries (Canada, UK, Netherlands, Singapore, Norway, 
Finland, Australia) led by Dr Ashley Wazana at the lady Davis institute – Jewish General Hospital. We seek to 
better understand the impact of prenatal adversity and genetics on development from birth to adulthood. Our 
interests thus lie in the intersections of genes and environments and their interaction (Gene-by-Environment 
interactions). Our team in Montreal consists of a mixture of M.Sc., Ph.D., and Postdoc McGill students working 
alongside various Physicians and Researchers from McGill and other Canadian and international universities. The 
lab is academic-oriented with a focus on the theory of child and lifespan development, but always with the goal 
of translating that research into future policies that can improve mental health resources for mothers and their 
children. For more information on our team, see our website: http://dreambigresearch.com.   

 
The DREAM BIG database consists of behavioral (parent- and self-report questionnaires, parent- and self-report 
interviews, videotaped dyadic interactions), genetics (candidate genes, GWAS), and neuroimaging. We are 
currently assessing: i) our Canadian cohort (Mental health in Adulthood: VAriability in Neurodevelopment and 
Resilience – MAVAN-R) in early adulthood (questionnaires, interviews) for psychopathology and wellbeing; and 
ii) community-based focus groups on mental health. 
 
Flexible working hours with both in-person (Centre for Child Development and Mental Health at the Lady Davis 
Institute – Jewish General Hospital) and remote working conditions with a significant level of autonomy.  
 
Role and responsibilities 
The position’s primary role is data analysis of the DREAM BIG database. The successful applicant will 
also be involved in manuscript and grant preparation. The successful application will be overseen by Drs. 
Wazana (PI), Laplante (Senior Research Associate), and Ateba (Biostatistician).  
 
Qualifications: 
1. MA/MSc or higher in neuroscience developmental or clinical psychology, or a related degree in social and 

behavioral or health sciences.  
2. Knowledge of advanced statistical modelling using (R, MATLAB, Phyton, SPSS, SAS).  
3. Experience with genetic and/or neuroimaging. 
4. Bilingual (English – French) is an advantage. 
5. Experience in data management is an advantage. 
6. Experience in mental health and/or biomedical research is an advantage. 
7. Experience with data translation is an advantage. 
 
Starting Date Immediately 
Hours 35 hours/week 
Salary $50,000 - $80,000/annually in accordance with qualifications and 

experience (plus benefits). 
 
Please send CV and cover letter by November 22, 20224 to: 
David P. Laplante, PhD 
Research Associate 
Centre for Child Development and Mental Health 
Lady Davis Institute - Jewish General Hospital 
Email: david.laplante@ladydavis.ca 
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